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Northland Pines High School
Eagle River, Wisconsin

Northland Pines High School is the first 
LEED gold-certified public high school 
in the United States. The $26.2 million, 

251,000-square-foot high school, serving up to 
600 students, opened for the 2006-07 school 
year. 

Specifically, the components of high-effi-
ciency low lighting, daylighting and an efficient 
HVAC system will provide an indoor environment 
that is highly conducive to learning, comfortable 
and energy-efficient. Other sustainable-design 
features include low-VOC paints, adhesives and 
carpeting; the use of materials with recycled 
content; and plumbing fixtures that conserve 
water. Efficiently designed mechanical and light-

ing systems, along with higher insulation stan-
dards, will provide energy savings of 40 percent 
compared with conventional construction.

Recycled materials constitute nearly 25 
percent of the total building material cost 
for the new high school, and 83 percent of all 
building wastes were recycled, including those 
from demolition of the 27-year-old structure it 
replaced.

A crew of Amish workers reclaimed large 
laminated beams, and removed and remilled 
wood f looring that now will enhance other 
building projects. Old brick and mortar were 
ground up and used in the road bed and under 
parking lots.

O U T S T A N D I N G  D E S I G N S  
H I G H SC H OO L

Hoffman, LLC
Design team:
Jody Andres, Mark Boehlke, Shelly Bradley, Todd Bushmaker, Tom Cox, Catherine Cruickshank, 
Mark Hanson, Tom Hoffman, Scott McMyler, Ron Pigeon, Kelly Schleif, Mark Spielbauer, Justin Yotter
Client:
Northland Pines School District; Mike Richie, Superintendent
Capacity:
600

Space/student:
419 sq. ft.

Area:
251,226 sq. ft.

Total cost:
$26,172,292

Cost/square foot:
$104.18

Completion:
August 2006

Photographers:
Image Studios and FotoGrafix

One challenge was designing the 
new facility around the original school 
and then constructing the new building 
while the old one was occupied by stu-
dents and staff. However, the district 
realized that constructing a healthful, 
high-performance building on the same 
site as the former high school ensures 
that energy-saving ideas put into place 
in the beginning will have a positive 
economic impact on the operational 

and maintenance costs over the life of 
the building.

Other features include general and 
specialized classrooms, band and choir 
rooms, a media and technology center, 
750-seat auditorium, 200-meter regu-
lation indoor track and four full-sized 
basketball courts. A highlight is the 
new fieldhouse with seating capacity 
for 2,600 people—one of the largest 
in the state.

“By partnering with the architect, 
we were able to realize our vision of 

creating a building that set a positive 
example of responsible sustainable 
design and construction solutions,

and provided a tangible learning tool
that enhanced our curriculum.”

                                                                           —Mike Richie, Northland Pines District Administrator


